
 
 

1944: The Stuart Bible Company was found to be in violation of the War 
Production Board’s regulations, as a result of providing steel covers for their 
WW2 soldier’s Testaments. (Steel Clad Bibles) 

Suspension Order S-665: N. J. Heldman and S. W. Levinson, doing business as 
Stuart Bible Company located in the Walsh Building at Third and Vine Streets, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, are engaged in assembling and selling of Bibles with steel 
covers. Between June 12, 1943 and August 3, 1944, the Stuart Bible Company 
put into process at least 30,996 pounds of prime grade steel in the manufacture 
and assembling of Class A Products consisting of Steel bible covers without 
authorization from the War Production Board, in violation of Limitation Order L–
136. In addition, during this period the Stuart Bible Company applied preference 
ratings of AA—5, Specifically assigned for the purchase of “carbon steel rejects, 
seconds and scrap ends, 0.050, 20.035 gauge,” to purchase orders for prime 
grade steel without authorization from the War Production Board and in violation 
of Priorities Regulation No. 3. N. J. Heldman and S. W. Levinson Were aware of 
the provisions of Limitation Order L-136 and Priorities Regulation No. 3, and their 
actions constituted grossly negligent violations of these orders. These violations 
have diverted critical materials to uses not authorized by the War Production 
Board and have hampered and impeded the war effort of the United States. In 
View of the foregoing, it is hereby ordered, that: 

§ 1010.665 S us pen Si O m Order No. S–665. (a) For a period of two months 
from the effective date of this order, deliveries of material to N. J. Heldman and 
S. W. Levinson doing business as Stuart Bible Company, or under whatever 
name they may together or severally operate, their successors and assigns, shall 
not be accorded priority Over deliveries under any other contract or order and no 
preference rating shall be assigned, applied or extended to such deliveries by 
means of preference ratings, certificates, preference rating Orders, general 
preference Orders or any other orders or regulations of the War Production 
Board, unless hereafter Specifically authorized in Writing by the War Production 
Board. 

(b) For a period of two months from the effective date of this order, no allocation 
or allotment of any material or product, the Supply or distribution of which is 
controlled by any Order or regulation of the War Production Board, shall be made 
to N. J. Heldman and S. W. Levinson, doing business as Stuart Bible Company, 
or under whatever name they may together or severally operate, or their 
successors and assigns, nor shall they use any CMP allotment symbol or the 
certification provided for in paragraph (d) (4) (iii) of CMP regulation 4 to obtain 
such material or product. 

 



 

(c) Nothing contained in this order Shall be deemed to relieve N. J. Heldman and 
S. W. Levinson, doing business as Stuart Bible Company or under whatever 
name they may together or severally operate, their successors or assigns, from 
any restriction, prohibition or provision contained in any other or any regulation of 
the War Production Board except in so far as the same may be inconsistent With 
the provisions hereof. 

(d) This Order shall take effect on December 6, 1944. Issued this 29th day of 
November, 1944. War Production Board; by J. Joseph Whelan, Recording 
Secretary. Source: The Federal Register; Vol. 9; Issues 240-254; Page 14383; 
1944. 

 


